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Mmster Corps from January 1 to Febriary 1, 1043, with the Ghi&tgo
“helmet desipned for World War IJ had been & Quartermsster article:®

THE STEEL maum Assmmm :

)

The procuremmt of.‘ steol helmets was i.n the hands of the
Quartermaster Dopot eobing as oentral procuring agent. The M=l steol

issus over gince going into production, in spring, 1942, because. of
the mutunl dependency of the steel helmet shell snd the liner, there
was presimably pood resson for meking the shell & proourement &g well

ag an lssue esgigment of the Omr'berms.sbex Corps, At any rate, the
Chicﬁ.go Quirternenber Dopoty, wr of Junuery 1, becuns respunsible for.
carrying oul two Delroit Ordnwnae Distriet sonbrects™ for & total of
1,011,410 slool hol}nmsg vod o, 8te Lovis Ordrsnce Distriet contrects
ur L,,O';’S 000 hieliwtn.s  Two million liners cn these conbrects ectually
represented a deficloney spainat requirements.

Although the official rotification of the steel helmat proe
curenent assigiment did not arrive at the Chicago Quertermaster Depot

‘until the firgt deys of Jenuery had recsed,® considereble preliminary

work had beon dene in anticipation of it. Tive inspec¢bors from the
Depot were assigned to the MeCord company in Dotroit, which wntil ape

pr oximately the time +the Quartsrmaster Corps %ock over sieel helmob
procuremont wes the sole menufacturer of the steel helmet fur the U, S. .
Arugye  Soon after, three of thoee juspactors, and en aobing senlor in-
spector togothor with Jie Depet principsl inspector, were sssigaed 1o
tho Sehluster Manulueturing Compamy im 8t. Leuls, which had besn teken
on as & gecond wmanufasturer. These four inspecters had to he further

FEPOTPE S

TContract WET4-0RD-2280 for 1,000,000 helmets at 50.96 oach end
Comtyract W3T74-0RD=3088 for 11,410 helmets at $0.779 each, The steel helmet
cost congidorebly less than the liner becsuss few operations wore in=
volved in making %:;n@‘ #8lwll, From & one~pound sheet of flat stesl, a
zingle press operstion of hiph cerbon cobali steel dles "drew" two soven-
inch deep halmolsy there was no annoaling in betwson, which reduced time
and costs, Trirming off rough edges in e smeller press, bending and
shaping the visoe in & "gpanking" pross, spotwwelding the edging ond

- motal loops for holding & chin strap, sutomatic painting and drying,

and sewing on of chin strap completed operations, the emtire series of
which. could be peri‘ormed 4in 22 minutes from the first stamping to ‘chn
pecking,

Z0ontract WS49<(RD-2008 for 1,676,000 helmots ot $0,8318 eaoh,,

 and Contract W849-~(RD«2920 for 500,000 helmots at $1,038 ench.

S mtorview with Major Prett,

% , _
Letter from OOIu Co N Elliott OCBAD to OQMa, Fe'b. 1 1945;
Holn‘xe'ba, S‘Beal, l-l. : : ' ’




formel adninilatreation of =

: 8
faviwing Componye"©

trained to cheok Ordnsnce specificetions m the stesl helmet, for ab.the . - .|

. time the Quartermaster Corps hed not rewritten tho specifiocstions amccording

to its conceptss The inspestors at the Schlueter Company plant, moreover, .
hed Yo be ready to give advice on maxy aspects of production, for tha ‘

- 'manufacture there was in 1is wory early stages, Thus it wap 10C 05BArY

to give the inspectori as thorough & schooling es possible,

On the pronurement slde=w=for the Chicago Depot was som called
upon to make now contracta with the steel holuet manufactureracseedifii-
eultiaa aroso with respast to the spscificetions, Prepared in isgs
ceyeful detnil thon tho Quartermnater offlecrn wero wed to. Ordnonce
blusprinte ehowred meny, e yupinoles with tho speelificeiions, and wers
not clear ap Lo type of alBek.e It wern decided thut the Qumrtormactor
Gorpg would reweite pprsilicatiuis fur ¥hoe sbeol holmot,™ though befors

-this could be mocomplivhed; the procuremen’; had been twmed bavk to

Ordnanues The Chicego Dopoi, hurever, did issue one srabrout fop 0,250,000
sdaltional stoel helmets with scheduled dolivery frea Februwry through
Soptowbor 19437 snd negotinted the Ordpance contrechs whose rosponsibllity
had been trensferred. :

A% the end of an approxiy
Depoh wea just ahoab gebiing the fgel
proawrainent fuastion w
ol The Quartormnster |
Depot Lo trennfor bva

Ly thilrtys=day period, vhen the Chicesgo

of thae ateel helmot cperetions, the

abruptily rescindode A toletyps from the Office

al on Jenuery 29, 194%, direstsd iho Chieupo
nnge, "effentive 000 EAT Fobrumyy 1, 1943,

Aang conbrects covering Helwesis, body, stesl,

enufacturing Company eni Schiueter Manu=

d i

M=1, with Bclord Radistor an

Jhether 1L was doclded by Lte Gon. Srohon Somercoll of Yhe (then)
Services of Supply that the sheel helmet was more logicaliy en Ordnsnce
ltem, o whether the Crdnence Depertment itself esgked to have the pro-
curement reassigned could not be determined from the informatica on hand,
Whatever the reason, howsver; tne Chicago Quartermester Depct, with ocne
month®s direotion of the procurement, had got wader way the Schluetey
Hanufacburing Compony, which ves producing 150,000 helmets & month, while
the McCord compeny, ©ld hands at operating, were getting helmets out at
the rate of 16,000 a day. It was estimated that as a result of the

BPﬁo.ne- ounversation, Captain Balley, OQMG<Major Pratt, CQMD,
Dec, 28, 1942. _ ' 1

Srpid, | '
6\n;1999gm( 41085, for the sum of 4,740,226,
STeletype, ORUC to CQID, Jen. 20, 1943, HLS Files.




- Quartermaster action, overall iorqtge‘ p’ro‘,duotion. of the. stogl}et‘;m‘bf-.t?‘\ :

i APPENDII VI,  The Stiel ‘Helmet »Asuimenfié-'-cvﬁé"ﬁio

" holmet vas dovbled, snd deliveries which were 442,000 in November 1942 .
_ incressed to 828,000 in March 1943, jumping to 917,000 in Mey 1843, ~ ' .
On February 1, tlie five inspectors who previously had been working for - .~

the Detroit Ordnance Distrist were trensferred from the Quartermaster
. Corps back to the Ordnirce Departments and the two Quartermaster ins
‘spectors stationed at MoCord snd the five inapectors at the Schiusber
company were recalled to the Chicago Depote Small arms mmition used
to tost the helmots wers turned over with inventory to the Detrolt
and St, Louls Ordnence Distriets, sand the old pattern regumeds
Ordinnes proswing end Quartermaster Corps distribubing.*

- T

gl?ighting, Quartermesters, The Quartermmster Corps (u.de ca. 1944),

Pe 892, S

Y0ghipment of the helmot bodies to Quartermaster and ASF Depots was
effested. by manufecturers delivering from the Ordnence coxtracts in age~
cordance with instructions from the OQMG, with the Chicago Quartermaster
Depot scheduling distributiom. o A
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